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made two indies from the old sear and parallel with it. The old inci¬ 
sion was found very thin and the tissue was dissected out to secure 
good union. To prevent the pain of infiltration for local anesthesia 
caused by the introduction of the needle, Webster has given nitrous 
oxide gas. In this way infiltration can he performed without haste 
and large areas of the skin rendered without sensation. 


Anesthesia in Labor by Nitrous Oxide Gas.— Weiwtkk (»S urg., tiynrc ., 
him/ Ofotf., May, 1915) describes the use of nitrous oxide gas alone, or 
mixed with oxygen, 3 per cent. With the use of a small inhaler that 
covers the nose alone during the pain of contraction, suflieient gas 
may he given to abolish consciousness without lessening the pains. 
This method is used during the second stage, the anesthetic is with¬ 
drawn between the pains. The expense need not exceed $15 for any 
ease, and may be reduced to about So, with care. 


Nephrectomy During Pregnancy.— Hakiuuax (Snrg., (iynrc., ami 
Obxt., June, 1915) describes the case of a patient, four months advanced 
in her first pregnancy, who had an alveolar abscess. This ruptured spon¬ 
taneously, but the patient developed a chill with high fever. Kxamina- 
tion of the blood revealed a very high leukocytosis and the symptoms 
pointed to unilateral hematogenous infection of the kidney. Accord¬ 
ingly the right kidney was removed and found to he the site of mul¬ 
tiple suppurative infection. The patient went on in pregnancy until 
seven and one-half months, when an attack of toxemia developed, and 
labor was induced ami a viable child was born, which survived. Two 
years after the patient was in excellent health and apparently suffered 
no inconvenience from the h»ss of the kidney. Harrigan lias collected 
.‘10 eases from the literature, and among these the ultimate result is 
stated in 30, of whom 2S recovered. Of these 20 went to labor without 
accidents or complications. Two aborted, and in two abortion was 
induced. Should the indications he present the obstetrician need not 
hesitate to remove the kidney from a pregnant patient. The reviewer 
has seen several women having lmt one kidney p:iss through pregnancy 
and labor successfully. In one instance a woman whose kidney had 
been removed for tuberculous infection and was without adequate 
care during pregnancy, had eclampsia from which she recovered. 


The Duration of Pregnancy.— Peters (Zcntralb. f. Gi/nak. No. 17, 
1915) discussed this subject before the Obstetrical Society of Vienna. 
He calls attention to methods already in use for estimating the duration 
of pregnancy, which fix the average at 270 days. In comparative 
studies with cows, in over3000 cattle, the average was 2S4 days, with a 
variation between the longest and shortest pregnancies of 72 days. 
He quotes observations in Wnickel's Clinic, where in 10,000 labors 
pregnancy in 31 cases had lusted from 302 to 322 days; in 12 cases 
291 days. In the general series, in 71 per cent, pregnancy had lasted 
more than 280 days after the termination of menstruation, and in 
G2 per cent, pregnancy lasted over 270 days after conception. In 
general from 2 to 3 percent, of pregnancies were considerably prolonged. 
The weight of the child increased in proportion to the length of preg¬ 
nancy. As an aid in estimating the duration of pregnancy it must 
be remembered that ovulation occurs from fifteen to nineteen days 
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after the beginning of the last period am! from thirteen to nine days 
before the beginning of the next period. The average period of preg¬ 
nancy after conception must be taken as practically 270 days. If we 
calculate more closely upon these data the average duration of preg¬ 
nancy is from 201 to 2GS days. It must be remembered that variations 
in the nutrition of the fetus play an important part in the duration of 
pregnancy, also variations in the type of menstruation in the mother. 
The influence of season, climate, race, and many other incidental factors 
affect this problem. In discussion, Sclmuta believed that the best 
method of practical reckoning was to consider pregnancy as enduring 
270 days after conception and 2S0 days from the last period. He 
draws attention to the many difficulties in exact computation. He 
would take the first day of the last period, record the day of labor, 
anti from this sum total of days subtract IS or 10. This would give 
the probable time of pregnancy. 


The Effects Produced by Placental Extract.— Colle (/Inn. di Ostct. 
No. 4, 1915) has experimented with placental exlraet by injection into 
animals. He finds that when placed directly in the circulation it causes 
toxic symptoms, that when introduced into other channels of the body, 
this toxic element is absent. When injected into the veins it causes 
increased coagulation. It produces a lessening of blood-pressure of 
variable duration without excitement of the vasomotor centre. It 
has a tendency to lessen the respiratory rate and has little influence 
upon the heat centre. In a normal pregnant patient it does not bring 
on premature labor, but may stimulate the occurrence of labor at term. 
The maternal portion of the placenta is less active in its results than the 
fetal portion. The blood obtained from the placenta has the same effect 
as placental extract. When placental extract is made before the 
placenta 1ms been thoroughly washed of all soluble material the extract 
is more efficient than if the placenta had been cleansed of its products. 
The efficiency of placental extract is in inverse proportion to its concen¬ 
tration. . Putrefactive changes in the placenta diminish the efficiency 
of its action. The nitrogenous contents of the placenta vary in different 
eases and with different species of animals. Experiments show that the 
effect produced bv placental extract may vary greatly in different 
cjiscs. The effect upon an animal varies considerably with the rapidity 
of injection, for the rapid introduction of a large quantity of placental 
extract may prove fatal. In these cases no evidence of thrombosis or 
embolism is found. When placental extract is subjected to the action 
of the centrifuge there seems to be no essential difference in the material 
obtained. 


The Delivery of the Placenta.— Kirkpatiuck (Jour. Gist. and Gynvc. 
Brit. Kmp.y January, 1915) writes concerning methods employed to 
secure the delivery of the placenta. He finds that in 1757 Hume 
published a pamphlet in which he called attention to the danger of 
pulling upon the cord, anti recommended pressing downward and 
toward the pubes upon the uterus to expel the placenta. This method 
was not the Credo method, in that it did not compress the uterus 
from before backward, lmt it was a great improvement upon the 
delivery of the placenta by pulling upon the cord, and foreshadowed 
tlie Credo method. 



